Purification and characterisation of a hemolysin with phospholipase C activity from Vibrio cholerae O139.
A hemolysin was purified from a Vibrio cholerae O139 strain which moved as a single protein band of 67 kDa in SDS-PAGE. The hemolysin showed high level of phospholipase C activity. The purified phospholipase C-hemolysin demonstrated enterotoxic activity in rabbit ileal loop, suckling mice and enhanced permeability of rabbit skin. The pI of the purified hemolysin was 6.4. Erythrocytes from rabbit, chicken, guinea pig, sheep and horse were sensitive to the purified hemolysin in decreasing order of intensity. Erythrocytes from human and cow were unaffected by purified hemolysin.